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Maxwell Wins Grand Prize!

Maxwell High School of Technol-
ogy is proud to announce that its Au-
tomotive Navigators team is the Grand 
Prize winner of the Quaker State Best 
in Class Challenge!  The team was 
awarded a $2,000 AutoZone gift card 
and will be featured in the February 
2016 issue of Popular Mechanics.  The 
Navigators team will travel to Austin, 
Texas, and participate in the December 
2015 Mecum Auction where celebrity 
judges Tommy Pike of Tommy Pike 
Customs and NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries Driver Paul Menard will help them 
auction their restored car.

Students from Maxwell’s Collision 
Repair and Auto Services programs put 
together a Navigators team this fall to 
compete in the Quaker State Best in 

Shown above (left to right): Mr. Sam Melaragno, Layla Ponce-Pena, Karely Ortiz-Coss, Valentina Coplin 
Rivera, Adrian Stanescu, Efren Pena, Antonio Cardoza, Da’vonta Harris, Mr. Richard Getrum, Michael Burk-
holder, Jesus Cortes Chimal, Edgar Medina, and Mr. Max Chavez. Not pictured: Brandon Szczesny, Ryan Lee 
Deweese,  Juan Regalado

Class Challenge.  Maxwell was one of five 
schools from around the nation that took 
part in the six-week competition in which 
students restored, tuned, and customized a 
pre-owned car into a showroom-ready, cre-
ative representation of their school.  Teams 
were judged on strict automotive criteria 
including engine presentation, cabin detail-
ing, and exterior finish.

“We are so grateful to have been able to 
be a part of the Quaker State Best in Class 
Challenge,” said Max Chavez, Auto Servic-
es instructor and team leader for Maxwell 
High School of Technology. “It’s great for a 
brand like Quaker State to realize the poten-
tial in our students as the next generation of 
automotive technicians and giving them the 
hands-on experience they need to fully real-
ize the opportunities that lie ahead.”
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Calender
Nov. 30 - Dec. 11

Maxwell Performance Exams

Tues., Dec 15
AM/PM Maxwell Final Written 

Exams

Mon., Dec 21-Tues., Jan 5
Winter Break

Wed., Jan 6
1st Day, Second Semester

Feb. 2, 3, 5, & 9
Work Ready Seminars

Developing an Elevator Pitch
Professional Dress Required

Mon., Jan 18
No School

Martin Luther King Day

Mon., Feb 1
Maxwell Registration Begins

2016-2017 School Year

February
Work Ready Seminars

Dining Etiquette
Professional Dress Required

Mon., Feb 15
Student Holiday/Teacher Planning

Thurs., Feb 25
Maxwell Open House
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

March 8-10, & 15
Work Ready Seminars

Mock Interviews
Professional Dress Required

Fire Safety Lessons

Fire and Emergency Services is 
Maxwell’s newest program this year, 
and the students have literally hit the 
ground running! Mr. Gary LaPrad, 
the program’s instructor, has taught 
his students the essential components 
needed for fire safety this semester.   
       In October, the students put their 
learning into practice by giving a 
fire safety presentation to Maxwell’s 
preschool children in the Early 
Childhood Education Lab.  Students 
demonstrated the stop-drop-roll 

technique to put out clothes on fire, 
which the preschoolers were able to 
practice as well.  The student pre-
senation also instructed the children 
how to dial 9-1-1 to report an emer-
gency, how to crawl to a door and 
feel for heat as well as staying low 
and away from the heat and smoke 
to escape a fire, and how to plan for 
family meeting places after everyone 
is out of the house.  The preschool 
children enjoyed learning from the 
“high schoolers.” 
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The Principal’s Message...

Dr. Jeff Hall, Principal
Maxwell High School of Technology

Cosmetology Frights!  
The Maxwell Navigator newslet-
ter is a publication designed to 
celebrate the accomplishments of 
students attending Maxwell High 
School of Technology and the 
teachers and staff who instruct 
them. 

Jessica Stallings
Newsletter Editor

Dr. Jeff Hall
Principal

Maxwell High School of Technology 
990 McElvaney Lane

Lawrenceville, GA 30044
770.963.6838
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Students in Janice Loyd’s Cosmetology classes practiced creating wounds and scars on October 30 
(just in time for Halloween!).  Maxwell’s Anatomy instructor, Mr. Rountree, embellished an anatomy 
lesson by showing students how to use latex movie blood and various tools and make-up products 
to create the wounds.  Some wounds only affected the top layers of the skin while others went much 
deeper into the dermis, even exposing bone.  The students really had fun with it!

 Greetings from Maxwell! I invite you to enjoy our fall newsletter. We 
are having a wonderful school year and have many exciting things happening at 
Maxwell. We have over 60 Student Ambassadors this year. Our Ambassadors rep-
resent Maxwell on tours, local high school visits, and public relations endeavors. 
 You will find this edition of our newsletter features our talented Teacher 
of the Year, Cathy Smith. Mrs. Smith serves as one of our Cosmetology teach-
ers. Our enrollment is up by over 200 students, and we are excited to offer a 
new program this year-Fire Services. I encourage you to read about the Maxwell 
Work Ready program. Jon Valentine, Director of Foreign Language for GCPS, 
addressed our students on employability skills and workforce preparation. Our 
SkillsUSA organization is off to a great start and we received the Largest Mem-
bership award at the Fall Leadership Conference. Also, take a moment to learn 
about our Auto Services and Auto Collision programs. The programs have helped 
Maxwell become the Grand Prize winner in the National Quaker State Best in 
Class Challenge! 
 We look forward to another successful school year. Please know our doors 
are always open to you and thanks for your support. Go Navigators!

       -Dr. Jeff Hall, Principal
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Students becoming Work Ready
The Maxwell Work Ready 

Program held two seminars this 
fall. The Work Ready Program is 
designed to insure that all Maxwell 
students have opportunities to learn 
employment skills needed to suc-
cessfully enter the workforce and 
post-secondary education. 

In September, Maxwell students 
completed the “Professional Dress” 
program. Mr. Jon Valentine, GCPS 
Foreign Language Education Direc-
tor, gave a great speech about the 
importance of being professional.  
He also taught interview skills and 
how to have the right attitude to suc-
cessfully enter the workforce.   

The Work Ready program for 
October focused on “How to Get 
Along with Others.”  All Maxwell 
students completed personality as-
sessments to learn more about their 
own personalities as well as their 

Culinary Trains in Dining Etiquette
     Culinary Arts students spent a few days in November learning about restaurant management and serving. They 
learned how to properly set up a table and serving techniques. They then served their peers in a simulated restau-
rant experience.   Dining etiquette was also introduced in the dining experience.  Students got the opportunity 
to be both server and guest for the day.  The culinary arts students will have the opportunity to serve all Maxwell 
students during their Work Ready dining etiquette experience held second semester. 

classmates.   This Work Ready ses-
sion was led by the GCPS Counseling 
Directors at the Office of Counseling 
and Advisement, Ms. Dianne Thomp-

son and Dr. Tinisha Parker.  Maxwell 
students learned a lot and were very 
engaged during both programs.



Fall 2015                                         Maxwell High School of Technology                                            Page 5  

SkillsUSA goes to Jekyll Island

SkillsUSA Georgia holds its Fall 
Leadership Conference each year to 
train students and teachers in leader-
ship skills that will allow them to go 
back to their schools and lead their 
local chapters through a successful 
school year. Students participate in 
sessions that guide them in develop-
ing team building, public speaking, 
communication, and community 
service skills, just to name a few.  

This year’s conference was held 
October 22-24 at the Jekyll Island 
Convention Center in Jekyll Island, 
Georgia. Maxwell sent 18 students 
and 3 advisors to the conference. 

At the Opening Session of the 
conference, Maxwell was presented 
the Largest Membership award, hav-
ing 260 members. Students may still 
join SkillsUSA through the end of 
January.

Shown above (left to right): Vanessa Espino, Charles Nyamhanza, Leslie Espinoza, Mikaela Holt, Vashti Swinson, Irene Mem-
breno Nunez, Haley McDonald, Alexis Alofuokhai, Perla Ramirez, Alexis Gess, Ricardo Rivera, Mr. Sorah, Kohen Hayes, Da-
kota Sealock, Yulissa Santoyo, Emma Eubanks, Alana Clark, Reese Macdonald, Kate Watkins, Mrs. Stallings, & Mr. Mahaffey
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 Maxwell’s Registration Opens Feb. 1
Maxwell is gearing up for the 

2016-2017 school year!  Our new 
online application will be available at 
maxwellhigh.com beginning Monday, 
February 1, 2016.  Visit our  website 
for detailed program descriptions.

2016 Home School 
Recruitment Dates

Visits will be held in the high school cafete-
rias during all lunch periods. Maxwell teach-
ers will be present to help students apply.

Phase I of Registration: 
02/01/2016 - 03/14/2016

A lottery drawing will be held 
only for programs with limited 
seats.

*Prospective students should 
apply Online by 03/14/2016. 

*Students will select their top 
two program choices.

*Students must make sure the 
embedded credits in the pro-
grams they choose are in line 
with their graduation plans. 
If they are unsure of their 
academic needs, they should 
check with their high school 
counselor.

Lottery Process: 
03/14/16-03/17/16

Only eligible students will be 
included in the lottery draw-
ing.  To be considered eligible, 
students: 

1. must have 8 high school 
credits (earned in high school) 
at the time they complete the 
application

2. must have 11 high school 
credits (earned in high school) 
and be on track for junior or 
senior status by the start of the 
2016-2017 school year (includ-
ing 2.0 credits - earned in high 
school - in each academic area 
of LA, Math and SC),

3. must be enrolled in a GCPS 
high school

4. must confirm that the 
embedded academic credit in 
their program(s) of choice is in 
line with their plans for gradu-
ation from high school.  If they 
are unsure, they should check 
with their high school coun-
selor.

The lottery drawing will take 
place at Maxwell High School 
of Technology on Wednesday, 
March 16, 2016.  The drawing 
will continue until all applica-
tions received by March 14, 
2016 at 8:00 AM are placed 
in a class or on a waiting list. 
Students will receive email 
notification of their applica-
tion status no later than Friday, 
March 18, 2016.

Phase II of Registration: 
03/17/16 - Start of 2016-17 

school year

The online registration website 
will re-open by 8:00 AM on 
March 17, 2016.

*Registration will continue for 
all programs until school starts 
in the fall.  

*Programs that are closed 
through the lottery process will 
be available during Phase II.  

*Students who apply for a 
closed program will be put on 
the waiting list.  There is no 
guarantee that a student will be 
enrolled in a closed program.
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Quaker State Best in Class!

Shown above: J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent of GCPS,  
listening to Karely Ortiz-Coss describe the airbrushed hood design.

Shown above: The Navigators team installed LED lights underneath 
the dyed interior seats with custom logos.

Shown above: The 1st Place airbrushed hood designed by Juan Regalado.

Shown above: The Navigators team celebrating their hard work at 
the student body pep rally held November 11.

Shown above: The Best in Class 2003 Chevy Impala with a custom 
paint job, tinted windows, carbon fiber accents, side exhausts, and a 
complete tune up and new brakes.  
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 Smith chosen Maxwell TOTY
Maxwell High School Cosme-

tology instructor Cathy Smith has 
been chosen the 2015-2016 Maxwell 
Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Smith’s 
journey as a professional educator 
began in January 1996, six months 
after she graduated from Gwinnett 
Technical College.  Ms. Smith started 
teaching cosmetology as an adjunct 
instructor for the night program at 
Gwinnett Tech. The position came as 
a shock to her.  She never thought she 
would be asked to teach at the school 
because she gave her teacher such a 
hard time. Ms. Smith tells her story: 
“I did not get along with this teacher 
at all. I was one of those students 
who thought she knew everything.  
The teacher and I never saw eye-
to-eye about anything. She had to 
prove everything to me, and I had to 
prove everything to her. When I got 
the phone call asking me to become 
the head night instructor at Gwinnett 
Tech, I was in disbelief, so I asked, 
why me? She answered, ‘you thought 
you knew everything in my class. I 
think you would be great at teaching 
others what you know.’ After that 
phone call, the person I disliked the 
most became my best friend and my 
motivation as a teacher. I am exactly 
where I want to be and proud that I 
have chosen education as the focus of 
my life’s work.”

For the past 12 years, Ms. Smith 
has taught at the high school and 

college levels.  She is also a success-
ful entrepreneur salon owner.  After 
teaching cosmetology for several 
years, Ms. Smith decided to go back 
to college.  She earned her Bach-
elor’s degree in Business in 2010 and 
her Master’s degree in Education in 
2013 from Shorter University.

The positive learning environ-
ment that Ms. Smith maintains in 
her classroom empowers students to 
understand their individual learning 
styles, answer their own questions, 
and ultimately, shape their careers in 
the cosmetology industry. Ms. Smith 
has a passion for cosmetology and a 

desire for continuous learning; there-
fore, she stays up-to-date with the 
latest trends, techniques, and needs 
of the always-changing cosmetology 
industry. This allows her teaching 
and curriculum to stay current as 
well.  Ms. Smith is constantly seek-
ing to evolve her own skills so that 
her students can learn both the core 
foundations of cosmetology as well 
as new and cutting-edge techniques. 
Cathy Smith’s ultimate goal is for 
every student to master the course 
content, take and pass the EOP exam, 
and be thoroughly prepared for their 
post-secondary career.

Congratulations to Maxwell High School of Technology Cosmetology instructor Cathy Smith who 
has been chosen the Maxwell High School 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year. Shown above: Cathy Smith 
Shown below: Cathy Smith working with students


